
ENG 280 Spring 2017 
Introduction to Film 

 
Instructor: Owen Horton 
Office Location: 1206 POT 
Office Hours: MWF 10am-10:50am (and by appointment) 
Email: owen.r.horton@gmail.com 
 
Section     Time    Location 
001     MWF 9am-9:50am  Whitehall CB 211 
003     MWF 11am-11:50am  Whitehall CB 203 
 
Overview 
English 280 involves the analysis and exploration of film. The primary emphasis of the course 
will be learning how to conduct critical analysis of film. Students will watch and analyze films 
from a variety of genres, time periods, and nationalities. Additionally, students will learn many 
of the key terms involved in making film. 
 
This is a basic introduction to the study of film, which includes film history as well as elements 
of film form such as mise-en-scène, cinematography, sound, editing, film genres, and the 
narrative structures of films. Our course will focus on depictions of Crime as a means of 
understanding how film functions in dialogue with culture. Crime-- whether from the street-level 
perspective of the police officer or the criminal or from the macro-perspective of the government 
or the drug lord-- has long fascinated movie goers. Sometimes, as with the case of the mafia don, 
crime is romanticized; other times, crime is vilified. In this class, we will examine the different 
ways crime is portrayed across all eras of cinema, and what those portrayals tell us about society 
at the time. 
 
Course Goals and Objectives 

 To acquaint students with the study of film through immersion in film analysis and 
exposure to a variety of cinematic styles. 

 To understand film as a medium of both aesthetics and narrative, and to gain the 
vocabulary necessary to articulate analysis of film. 

 To understand both film as a form and as a narrative. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
Students will: 

 Understand and articulate concepts of film theory and production 
 Demonstrate not just a familiarity with the films of the course, but an awareness of 

audience and context.  
 Illustrate their capacity to craft a clear and sophisticated argument bolstered with relevant 

supporting details 
 
Required Materials 
Books: 

 Looking at Movies (5th Edition), Richard Barsam and Dave Monahan 



 
Films: 
 The Maltese Falcon (1941) 
 North by Northwest (1959) 
 Bonnie and Clyde (1967) 
 The Godfather (1972) 
 Chinatown (1974) 
 Scarface (1983) 
 Die Hard (1988) 
 Do the Right Thing (1989) 
 Thelma and Louise (1991) 
 Pulp Fiction (1994) 
 City of God (2002) 
 V for Vendetta (2005) 
 The Dark Knight (2008) 

 
Assignments 
Mid-Term Exams: Students will complete a short essay exam in class during mid-terms. The 
exam will feature a selection of questions, of which students will choose two. These essays will 
ask the students to display a deep understanding of the film concepts covered in class. 
Final Project: Students will have a choice of multi-modal projects. I will cover the details of the 
project later in the semester, but each option asks students to engage with one of the films from 
class using text, images, video, and/or sound. Students will detail their process in a short 
reflection paper.  
Presentation: Once each week, a group of 2-3 students will prepare and present a 3-5-minute 
overview of the marketing and the critical reception of the film during its release. This will 
include analysis of (but is not restricted to) film posters, trailers, reviews, or articles. Students 
should look to situate each film in its historical context. In order to best understand how these 
films work, we need to examine them both as art and as artifact. 
Reading Quizzes: Each student is responsible for 13 reading quizzes over the course of the 
semester. These can only be taken in-class on the day they are assigned. I will drop the lowest 
score. 
Participation: In-class participation is required for this course. Participation is not simply 
showing up to class, but speaking and contributing during our class discussions. I will not 
calculate participation scores quantitatively, but qualitatively according to how much a student 
brings to each class discussion. I will provide mid-term scores, so students understand where 
they stand prior to the final. 
 
Grading 
Mid-Term Exam  25%   A  90% and above 
Final Project   35%   B  80% to 90% 
Presentation   20%   C  70% to 80% 
Viewing Quizzes  10%   D  60% to 70% 
Participation   10%   E  59% and below 
 
  



Mid-Term Grade 
Mid-term grades will be posted in myUK by the deadline established in the Academic Calendar 
(http://www.uky.edu/Registrar/AcademicCalendar.htm) 
 
Course Policies 
Submission of Assignments 
All assignments are due at the beginning of class on Blackboard/Canvas. I do not accept late 
work. Any writing assignment should be typed in Times New Roman font, 12-point font, with 
1” margins.  Please do not attempt to email me assignments unless I have given you permission 
beforehand. 
 
Participation 
I calculate participation according to this rubric: 
A: student speaks multiple times a day, offering in-depth and complex ideas and questions 
B: student speaks every day, and contributes new ideas to class discussion 
C: student speaks occasionally 
D: student rarely speaks 
E: student attends class 
 
Excused Absences 
Students need to notify the professor of absences prior to class when possible. Senate Rules 
5.2.4.2 defines the following as acceptable reasons for excused absences: (a) serious illness, (b) 
illness or death of family member, (c) University-related trips, (d) major religious holidays, and 
(e) other circumstances found to fit “reasonable cause for nonattendance” by the professor.  
 
Students anticipating an absence for a major religious holiday are responsible for notifying the 
instructor in writing of anticipated absences due to their observance of such holidays no later 
than the last day in the semester to add a class. Two weeks prior to the absence is reasonable, but 
should not be given any later. Information regarding major religious holidays may be obtained 
through the Ombud (859-257-3737, 
http://www.uky.edu/Ombud/ForStudents_ExcusedAbsences.php.  
 
Students are expected to withdraw from the class if more than 20% of the classes scheduled for 
the semester are missed (excused) per University policy.  
 
Per Senate Rule 5.2.4.2, students missing any graded work due to an excused absence are 
responsible: for informing the Instructor of Record about their excused absence within one week 
following the period of the excused absence (except where prior notification is required); and for 
making up the missed work. The professor must give the student an opportunity to make up the 
work and/or the exams missed due to an excused absence, and shall do so, if feasible, during the 
semester in which the absence occurred. 
 
Verification of Absences 
Students may be asked to verify their absences in order for them to be considered excused. 
Senate Rule 5.2.4.2 states that faculty have the right to request “appropriate verification” when 
students claim an excused absence because of illness, or death in the family. Appropriate 



notification of absences due to University-related trips is required prior to the absence when 
feasible and in no case more than one week after the absence. 
  
Academic Integrity 
Per University policy, students shall not plagiarize, cheat, or falsify or misuse academic records. 
Students are expected to adhere to University policy on cheating and plagiarism in all courses. 
The minimum penalty for a first offense is a zero on the assignment on which the offense 
occurred. If the offense is considered severe or the student has other academic offenses on their 
record, more serious penalties, up to suspension from the University may be imposed.   
 
Plagiarism and cheating are serious breaches of academic conduct. Each student is advised to 
become familiar with the various forms of academic dishonesty as explained in the Code of 
Student Rights and Responsibilities. Complete information can be found at the following 
website: http://www.uky.edu/Ombud. A plea of ignorance is not acceptable as a defense against 
the charge of academic dishonesty. It is important that you review this information as all ideas 
borrowed from others need to be properly credited.  
 
Senate Rules 6.3.1 (see http://www.uky.edu/Faculty/Senate/ for the current set of Senate Rules) 
states that all academic work, written or otherwise, submitted by students to their instructors or 
other academic supervisors, is expected to be the result of their own thought, research, or self-
expression. In cases where students feel unsure about a question of plagiarism involving their 
work, they are obliged to consult their instructors on the matter before submission. 
 
When students submit work purporting to be their own, but which in any way borrows ideas, 
organization, wording, or content from another source without appropriate acknowledgment of 
the fact, the students are guilty of plagiarism.  
 
Plagiarism includes reproducing someone else's work (including, but not limited to a published 
article, a book, a website, computer code, or a paper from a friend) without clear attribution. 
Plagiarism also includes the practice of employing or allowing another person to alter or revise 
the work, which a student submits as his/her own, whoever that other person may be. Students 
may discuss assignments among themselves or with an instructor or tutor, but when the actual 
work is done, it must be done by the student, and the student alone.  
 
When a student's assignment involves research in outside sources or information, the student 
must carefully acknowledge exactly what, where and how he/she has employed them. If the 
words of someone else are used, the student must put quotation marks around the passage in 
question and add an appropriate indication of its origin. Making simple changes while leaving 
the organization, content, and phraseology intact is plagiaristic. However, nothing in these Rules 
shall apply to those ideas, which are so generally and freely circulated as to be a part of the 
public domain. 
 
Please note:  Any assignment you turn in may be submitted to an electronic database to check for 
plagiarism.  
 
  



Accommodations due to disability (boilerplate) 
If you have a documented disability that requires academic accommodations, please see me as 
soon as possible during scheduled office hours. In order to receive accommodations in this 
course, you must provide me with a Letter of Accommodation from the Disability Resource 
Center (DRC). The DRC coordinates campus disability services available to students with 
disabilities. It is located on the corner of Rose Street and Huguelet Drive in the Multidisciplinary 
Science Building, Suite 407. You can reach them via phone at (859) 257-2754 and via email at 
drc@uky.edu. Their web address is http://www.uky.edu/DisabilityResourceCenter. 
 
A note on films 
The Motion Picture Association of America gives an “R” rating to several of the movies in our 
schedule. Usually, the “R” rating warns of sexual and violent content that the viewer might find 
offensive. If an “R” rating keeps you from watching any of the movies in this course, you will 
have to drop the class. This course does not substitute “G” or “PG” movies for students who 
find the “R” rated movies offensive. 
 
All films will be made available through the Media Depot in the basement of the library. You 
will, however, have to watch the film in a designated room in the Depot. You are urged to watch 
the films twice before class. 
 
Tentative Schedule 
UNIT 1: SIN AND THE HAYES CODE 
Week 1 (Jan 9) 
Introduction to the Course—syllabus, discussion of film terms 
What does Film Criticism look like? 
Assign Presentation Groups 
For the weekend: watch The Maltese Falcon (1941) 
 
Week 2 (Jan 16) 
No class Monday: Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 
Discuss The Maltese Falcon 
Optional Read Chapter 1: Looking at Movies 
Presentation Group 1 
For the weekend: watch North by Northwest (1959) 
 
Week 3 (Jan 23) 
Discuss North by Northwest 
Optional Read Chapter 2: Principles of Film Form 
Presentation Group 2 
For the weekend: watch Bonnie and Clyde (1967) 
END UNIT 1 
 
UNIT 2: ROMANTIC VIOLENCE 
Week 4 (Jan 30) 
Discuss Bonnie and Clyde 
Optional Read Chapter 3: Types of Movies 



Presentation Group 3 
For the weekend: watch The Godfather (1972) 
 
Week 5 (Feb 6) 
Discuss The Godfather 
Optional Read 4: Elements of Narrative 
Presentation Group 4 
For the weekend: watch Chinatown (1974) 
 
Week 6 (Feb 13) 
Discuss Chinatown 
Optional Read Chapter 5: Mise-en-scene 
Presentation Group 5 
For the weekend: watch Scarface (1983) 
 
Week 7 (Feb 20) 
Discuss Scarface 
Optional Read Chapter 6: Cinematography 
Presentation Group 6 
For the weekend: watch Die Hard (1988)  
END UNIT 2 
 
UNIT 3: SHOCK AND VIOLENCE 
Week 8 (Feb 27) 
Discuss Die Hard (1988) 
Mid-term Exam in-class Wednesday 
No class Friday 
For the weekend: watch Do the Right Thing (1989) 
 
Week 9 (Mar 6) 
Discuss Do the Right Thing 
Introduce Final Project 
Optional Read Chapter 7: Acting 
Presentation Group 7 
For the weekend: watch Thelma and Louise (1991) 
 
Week 10 (Mar 13) 
NO CLASS: SPRING VACATION 
 
Week 11 (Mar 20) 
Discuss Thelma and Louise 
Optional Read Chapter 8: Editing 
Presentation Group 8 
For the weekend: watch Pulp Fiction (1994) 
 
  



Week 12 (Mar 27) 
No class Friday: AMSA Conference 
Discuss Pulp Fiction 
Optional Read Chapter 9: Sound 
Presentation Group 9 
For the weekend: watch City of God (2002) 
END UNIT 3 
 
UNIT 4: VIOLENT CONSEQUENCES 
Week 13 (Apr 3) 
Discuss City of God 
Optional Read Chapter 10: Film History 
Presentation Group 10 
For the weekend: watch V for Vendetta (2005) 
 
Week 14 (Apr 10) 
Discuss V for Vendetta 
Optional Read Chapter 11: Filmmaking Techniques and Production Systems 
Presentation Group 11 
For the weekend: watch The Dark Knight (2008) 
 
Week 15 (Apr 17) 
Discuss The Dark Knight 
Presentation Group 12 (if necessary) 
END UNIT 4 
 
Week 16 (Apr 24) 
Final Project workshops 
Reflection Papers 
 
Finals Week (May 1) 
Final Projects Due Friday at noon 


